
Our history can be traced to an event that occurred in the life of Dr. Dan Fountain during his 35 years of 

service in the Democratic Republic of Congo. It was the mid 1960's (the Fountain's began their work at 

Vanga hospital in 1961) and Dan was making rounds on the pediatric ward of the Vanga hospital. A 3 y/o 

boy by the name of Kilamba lay on his bed with a severely protruding abdomen. He was diagnosed as 

having Ascaris (intestinal worms) and was treated with the appropriate medication. But his condition did 

not improve. It was determined that Kilamba was suffering from an intestinal obstruction and would 

require surgery to alieve his condition. Surgery was risky but ended up successful. (497 worms were 

removed) Kilamba returned home to his village, four hours away. Four months later Kilamba was again 

brought to the Vanga health clinic and again had a belly full of worms! In Dan's own words "A 

thundering question came to mind instantly - what on earth had I done for the health of this cute little 

boy? The answer was clear - absolutely nothing!" (From "Health for All: The Vanga Story" WCL, 2014)  

Thus began Dan’s long journey into what has become known as community health and development. 

Dan and his team began to travel outside the walls of the Vanga hospital compound into the 

communities where the real problems of health resided. For the next 30 years Dan and Miriam and their 

teams at Vanga developed a deepening understanding of the massive challenges that faced them and all 

others in the world who were seeking to help people live healthy lives.  

Dan and Miriam’s full time work in the DRC ended in 1996 but their journey was hardly over. Now the 

massive challenge before them was how to share with others what they had learned during those 35 

years in Africa. And what Dan was saying and teaching wasn’t always what people wanted to hear. 

Especially those whose identity was tied up in maintaining the status quo in the world of Christian 

“medical missions.” Dan wrote books, went wherever he was invited to share what he had learned, was 

a frequent and in demand speaker at many events and he developed a workshop which he taught up 

until his death in 2013. Dan had always dreamed of seeing what he taught integrated into a university 

curriculum at the MA level.  

After his death a number of those who Dan taught and mentored over the years decided to continue to 

pursue this dream. Dr’s Hopkins and Soderling continue to teach the “Health, Agriculture, Culture and 

Community” workshop at ECHO in North Fort Myers, FL. Dr Soderling is working with various teams to 

develop a “Perspectives-like” course on the Christian Global Health Movement. (Likely to be called 

“Outlooks on the Christian Global Health Movement” and modeled on the Perspectives on the World 

Christian Movement)  

The final expression of Dan’s vision is reflected in what is described in this website. The Fountain School 

is partnering with William Carey International University to develop an MA in Intercultural Health 

Studies. You can check out the proposed curriculum HERE.  


